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COMPAS Receives NEA Art Works Grant to Support  
Arts Camp for Older Adults  

 
Grant part of NEA announcement of 788 Art Works grants and  

$24.81 million in funding nationwide 
 

Saint Paul, MN — National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Chairman Rocco Landesman 
announced today that COMPAS (Community Programs in the Arts) is one of 788 not-
for-profit organizations nationwide to receive an NEA Art Works grant. COMPAS is 
recommended for a $20,000 grant to support its extended Arts Camps for Older Adults 
which it runs in partnership with Minnesota Creative Arts and Aging Network 
(MnCAAN). The 788 Art Works grants total $24.81 million and support the creation of 
art that meets the highest standards of excellence, public engagement with diverse and 
excellent art, lifelong learning in the arts, and the strengthening of communities through 
the arts. 
 
During an extended Arts Camp, older adults in either a residential center or day-
program, work with a professional COMPAS artist to learn about a specific type of art 
and then create their own original piece of work. Depending on what each facility 
selects, participants could learn tile making, painting, writing, dancing, or another type 
of art. Over the course of three months, in addition to developing new artistic skills, 
participants often form closer relationships with each other and the artist, and find they 
have greater self-confidence, improved mobility and an increased sense of wellness. 

Chairman Landesman said, “The arts should be a part of everyday life. Whether it’s 
seeing a performance, visiting a gallery, participating in an art class, or simply taking a 
walk around a neighborhood enhanced by public art, these grants are ensuring that 
across the nation, the public is able to experience how art works.” 

Anne Krocak, a visual artist who runs a COMPAS Arts Camp for Older Adults in which 
participants learn to create clay tiles, paint them and compose a story, encourages the 
new artists to use memories as their inspiration. Ms Krocak describes one of the most 
important outcomes of the Arts Camp program.  “There’s a tremendous amount of 
pride. There’s so much joy shared.”  
 
The NEA received 1,624 eligible applications under the Art Works category for this 
round of funding, requesting more than $78 million in funding. For a complete listing of 
projects recommended for Art Works grant support, please visit the NEA website at 
arts.gov. 
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For almost 40 years COMPAS has powered imaginations, learning and life through 
participatory arts programs. Students, teens, hospital patients, residents of care centers 
and others learn about and create art. All programs are led by professional artists and 
held onsite at schools, hospitals, senior living centers and other community gathering 
spots. COMPAS artists come from over 40 cultures and ethnic backgrounds and lead 
programs in many art forms, including visual arts, performing arts, music, writing, 
spoken word, dance and more. Additional information about COMPAS and all its 
programs can be found at www.compas.org. 
 
MnCAAN works to light the creative spark in older adults. MnCAAN provides services 
and programs that connect artists, organizations, and others engaged in arts and aging 
to activate the creativity of older adults and stimulate healthy, meaningful, and socially 
enriching lives. 
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